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Wll.LlA1fSill:RC. GSCA.t.a- .l, 177 I.

I
REG T ✓eave tn f.,quai:it 6t P.u.bbc� that I .lc.v"'C' opened 1AV2R.'\l in �h� 
H�,1.·tt", be.bind the Ca.ph::L latcly occ-.1picd b� l\:Jr:1. Ve.At; , .... ·111.:,,: lh>f,: C..:111·�

ici.:·u ... ,h�> 1-'k:.L� l:> l'a.vrntr mt: with thl':i- C ·.1ilori rn;y:,: �,.;;,end 'U p::m i;er.rt'cl A...:...:000 
m,xl, �,m.,, itnd tb.e \'l'1)' td¼ Eu�n.i.r:.cr..mt.--:f; **I thall rc:c:-·,� Rrm111- lc>1 L•· .: 
G::u�erucn ,��-o for.llcrly lei.:�d •.•.ith 1111:. 

C'JIRISTIA".\'A CA�1f'!U�L 

"{ � fHE., CHRlSTL.\NA CA1\·1PBELL announced her new

V V lnc�tfr�n i·1 the Vi,git�:-rz GtJzeue, she was already .Ul exveri
cr.ccd ravc.m k.ccpcr, l:aving leai.·11ed Lht:: l>usiu�.;s from l1c:r farhn. 
After l:t::r husband, a.potht-c.nry Ehcn�cr c�rnpbcU. dic"i in the mid-

750s, leaving ChrcHi.u:a ¼1th tWl) .fUUfll{ ,hu�htc:n., sh� opc:n�cl :i 
tavern in \Villiautsbur,6 w .;upport ht<r fomily. 

Gcmgc \V:1�h ington and other leading �Llecneo of LIL� �01ouy 
,irho periodically came h) tuwn for bu»inc:i--'i, p1>litiL·s or pl�iis\m;· <.lth:n 
mt::L wit.11 ltx:a1 rcsi<lcrltS :lt rv1r�. Ci1rnpbcll'� tavern. The;r dined, 
�nppc;d or ,pcm rhe �verung c.1mk.i1ig, v�icic� aml g::.mhling ir: the 
p uhl i L: mom or in �m<,tfi�r fir:;;:- floor room. Lodgers who !<'Served. 
printc room ,:cpt L1pscairs ill a chat�1!,er d.t.f;r>i11ingtfle publiL· lodging 
1\Xnn, :,.,•],�rt: t1-.tvc:lc:n- ,-hal'e(l he<ls -.-..ith $trnngcrs when 6c t..\-vcn1 \\-as 
crnwdt"( I. 

Infom.w.l gruupi: ef ��entlemc:n 11.nd the \Villb.m�hnri .\·1.t30llk. 
T .0<lgc: m r'.t in rl-c priv-:i tr. Club � oom in rhc 1770s. Lodge re rods iu-

:\ 11 I lll'OffiC fri:1m CLm ti.u� C amplx:t\, 11wtTJl i� u!>Cd fur the- pu.rpo'> 
c:i l">f rhc (',<1lo11iJ VVillimmbu::-g fv.1mL1.tiun, which O?er.:::c:i; the Histori,: 
A ff;,l of \11/.illi:c,::.sl>.1::-g, a.ml t'..> cur;· fo:-1.n.rd its edu.c:i.tional flf"O?;l'am�. 
Cr>l1:mial Williamsburg wckcmcs pfr?:l.tc OOt)trmuti O 05. F,' end,; j Ill c:t't�!lC4'!, 
in di.&:uss.ing gifu tn the Fon -.rlatinn a'r invtt<\.� tn <'Ortla<'t d.L? Di1octu::- of 

dicacc that the l\.lason!: occa£ionally hustt::<l blilli,; at the tavern. T n De: 
�e1nb1:r 177n, li,r iml'..tm:�, they �grtt" .. l tc., .. �line an<! Sup and hr�vc a 
Kn11 for rhc Ent\:J.ni.,u.nenr of Lhe Ladies J.l th� Huu�t:: uf :Mrs. 
Campbell'� :t.'i usl.lal." 

\:Vcl[-nm w.vcms flourished in \Villiru.rn;.m1'g wh.ilt:: it ww- the 
c,.piral of Virginia. :\-In;. C:,mipbell r�i-t!Ll :mN.Lmi '17�0 mther than 
foll o\.'►' the: g,.>vcrn rncm when it m,Jvcd ro Richmond. A tra•,-elei· 
sn:,ppcd .l.l her lwust: um�, Fd.>ruary J:-:..y lll 1781 :rn<l rc:<p.Lc'-T�,I a t1T'C'. 
in che ro+lm and "(h�t.'.r"{ Cnnk'n jltW \.>",W,"' IV�. C,1.tnpbell relotted, 

� I ; 

"1 aon'c keep a hou:>e �)r e:lkr�mllt::llt, nor hll \,'('. nut for !,(lffiC: }'c.':tf'S, u
17,� .lisHpp1>intr'd ·r:wd("r dr:i;n;hc<l l\:l rs. C.;,mpbcL as "a little ald 
Vilom:rn, c1bout fuur tcct high; & cqllally thid ... � ll liulc tum up Pu� 
nose,, a moucb screw'� up h) <mt :-,iJi::." 

frs. Campndl c:vr.n�.1.'llly 1---i,1,'('.d t\, Ftcdcri.ck3bu:-g) wh;;t(. :J 
oic;..-f in 1792 ,H Llle age of 70. 

T,>1hy Cltristi;tr:i C:impbcll\ Tavern specializes i:1 seafood. 
Ar�ifacn fuunJ d1.ui:1g the excavation of Lhi:: b'ite w.LJ a sk.c:td1 1>r the 
rave:'U dta,\'ll l)r� a hL� J �th-u-:ntury iml:r.mr.r. pr)fir.y .tickd in rccon-
1-truc:ti ng tht> t:t,•c:m. · 1 n C". o dibc mrc mix of reprodu�rlon d:airs, Lables
and ca!:e pieL·es r�prt'::e:nts the: kind of tirmitc re rhat �\-1 r:i. Cam pbc 
owm:d. The dinncrwlrc is based en fragments of a,1- 18ti'h�ellL.J.TJ 
3cuirrel l)atLci'!l e.�av d.LtL:. i11 \\;;I Ii iun .;bmg. Ot h� a cccss<nics-
pewtt'.r and hr:i�� rr:ndlc�ti.dc-s, tin scor.ccs and framoo prii:t:> and 
m:1ps-arc typic:i.l of tr1•JSC chat would ha.1re been u�t::<l ir1 an t::srn.b
li�lm1t::uL lil� �-irs. C arnphi:11\ w hi L ·h was n�i rh<.· r th c m<>,t elegant 
nor the mJ);1t C'(lmmon ta-'\'<'4.'!1 ir. town. 

Dr.tcl,.,pmcnr, c::-i·r.ni�I \\r'1Ui,rn1:.lbu1� Ft,umlatiou, P:.,:;t Office: .lfox 1776, 
\'\'illiam!lr.nf_t;. Virgin1;\ ?3187-1776. 

Th r 1ll,",f'• J\..1)fOd Ul"e;..i ou �fa "'U\'t:r u; � ma.p ot V irgini-1 and Ivl:i.ryland 
lr,1wn by 1110mm: Stilmvn f.r.J pri:-:icc:d tn 1767. Courtc3Y, L br3.i}' nf C.)n 

J::.�!>S. 



From the waters of the Rappahannock River Mrs. Campbell’s oysters are grown in the pristine waters of Morattico Virginia. This exclusive 
location is central to George Washingtons boyhood home; Ferry Farm, and his great-great Grandfathers mansion – Warner Hall. 

 On the Half Shell    18

 mushroom catsup & allegar  
mignonette/nasturtium 

(Campbell’s Tavern Original, 2022) 

To Fry   18 

to your eggs add a little nutmeg,
 flour & a little salt… dip your oysters & 

fry them
(The Experienced English House Keeper, Elizabeth

Raffald, 1769)

  To Stuff   18
having open'd your oysters, add to them 
greens mine'd small and boiled in cream 
and smoked streak...place some on each 

and strew with 
buttered crumb

(Inspired by, The Court & Country Cook, Massialot, 1702)

(Inspired by, The Cooks & Confectioners Dictionary, John Nott, 1723)

Hoe Cakes Another Way  18
drop the batter a spoonful at a time on a hoe or griddle (as we say in 
the south) when done on one side turn to the other...Send to table 

with warm crab and sweet sauce of butter
(Inspired by George Washingtons' favorite repast, recipe from Elanor Park Custis Lewis)

Mrs. Campbells Fried Chicken   32 
marinate your chicken after it is clean of feathers…dip’t 
in flour strewn with salt & pepper…fried quickly  Serv’d 

up with good ham  
(A Colonial Williamsburg Favorite) 

Crab Cakes   46 
when boil’d clean the best flakes from the crab, add to it 
egg, onions minced fine, bread crumbs & season it well 

(A Campbell’s Tavern Original) 

To Butter Crabs   45 
heat it in a little wine, some pepper, salt & nutmeg a 

few crumbs of bread, a good piece of butter  
(The Lady’s Assistant, Charlotte Mason, 1777) 

Chowder, a Sea Dish   42  
take any kind of firm fish, cut it in pieces six inches long, 

cover a Dutch oven with salt pork, onion, two gills of 
white wine, stew in gently take it out & thicken the gravy 

(Mrs. Mary Randolph, Virginia House Wife, published 1860 – 
recipes dating to 1760’s) 

Made Dishes 
include spoonbread, fresh baked sweet potato muffins and vegetables

A Seafood Pye   49 
make a good crust…boil your fish add to it scallops, shrimp  

&
lobster in the same manner, send to table with gravy 

(Campbells original, inspired by The Universal Cook 1773)

To Fry Fish     36 
the great art of frying fish is to have it free from grease… 
the fish should be dipped in egg, then in bread crumbs 
(Recipes from the Personal cookbook of Thomas Jefferson, beginning in 1788) 

To Broil Beef   Steaks       49 
the best steaks are cut from the middle; let the fire be very 
quick; lay them in a dish & rub a bit of butter over them 

(The Lady’s Assistant, Charlotte Mason, 1777) 

Potato Dumplings in the Italian Manner   29 
put potatoes to boil & strew with pepper and salt…roll in 
fine flour & cut into dumplings… send to table with pretty  

vegetables from the garden 
(A Campbell’s Tavern Original) 

                      Additions to Compl ent Your Entrée
Crabcake  18 Lump Crabmeat 18 

sauteed with butter        pan seared  
1/2 Lobster  28
butter poached

Shrimp  10 

grilled 

Oysters 

Christiana Campbell’s TAVERN
Evening BILL of FARE

E  arly Americans who lived along the Atlantic seaboard enjoyed a variety of fish and 
seafood when they dined or supped at home or at local taverns.  The diaries of George 
Washington and several other travelers to Virginia's colonial capital mention eating 
o sters at Christiana Campbell's Tavern.  Recipes for the seafood and fish items on
the menu today are inspired by the tastes and culinary influences that eighteenth-

century travelers like Washington encountered in their journeys between 
Massachusetts and Georgia. 

Good Corner Dishes  
Lobster Soup  16

take a couple of middling lobsters & take out the meat, put the shell 
into a mortar until very smooth & put into the pot & cover 

it close & stew it from some time & reduced by half
(The Lady's Assistant, Charlotte Mason, 1777)

or 

(Dictionarium Domesticum, Nathan Bailey, 1736)

 Lettuces from the Garden  1 1  
lettuces of all sorts from the garden 

dressed with ver jus & the finest Italian oil 
(Inspired by Thomas Jefferson’s acclaimed 250 varieties of greens at Monticello)

T o Roast Lobsters  28
boil your lobsters, then lay them before the fire, baste with 

butter, then strew with herbs & crumbs of fine bread...send to 
table with a good sauce made with citrus & butter .  

(Inspired by The Art of Cookery Made Plaine and Easy, Hannah Glasse, 1765)
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